
 

AZT TOWN GUIDE & TRAIL TIPS 
by Nathan (Rainer) Ventura 

updated February 2016 
 
 
During my Arizona Trail thru-hike in the spring of 2013 I found that the trail does a great job of hitting close to towns 
and gives hikers many options for resupply, but detailed information on what facilities the towns have to offer was not 
readily available. I put this together very shortly after my hike in hopes that it would make the logistics of going to town 
simpler, and help hikers get around town easier. The information in this packet is from personal experience and 
research as well as some seasonal updates by other thru-hikers. I hope it is helpful. Please email me with any 
corrections or comments at nathanxventura@gmail.com 

*Most recent updates by No Day from her 2015 SOBO hike. Maps updated by Jackson Morris.  
 

-Rainer 
 

 

*The information in this packet is not guaranteed to be %100 accurate. Information may change over time. Please send updates to 
nathanxventura @ gmail.com  
 
SIERRA VISTA, AZ 
 
 Sierra Vista is the town that you must drive through in order to get to Montezuma pass. It is somewhat spread out, but 
has everything a hiker might need.  
 
Post office: �  2300 East Fry Boulevard � 
�  Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 � 

520) 458-2540   
mon-fri: 830-5 
sat:11-4 

 
Walmart:  500 Arizona HWY 90 

(520) 458-8655 
Library:  � 2600 E Tacoma St,  

520) 458-4225 � 
 
Outfitter:   Trail Boss Outfitters 

124 West Fry Boulevard �� 
�  (520) 515-0048 � 
 
Lodging:   Various options for lodging 
 
PATAGONIA, AZ  
Mile: 52.8 
 
Patagonia is a nice little trail town. North bounders will get here via the ~3 mile road walk on Harshaw Rd. (FR58) 
South bounders will arrive via 1st ave (FR 72) Patagonia is compact with one downtown strip. There are several meal 
options in town including pizza, café/deli, Mexican food and American food. The RV park on Harshaw road no long 
offers showers unless staying the night (~$20), laundry is pricey. Highway 82 can get you to Sonoita to the north, about 
~12 Miles. And ~19 miles to the south it will get you to the border town of Nogales. In my research I found no evidence 
that Sonoita has anything Patagonia doesn’t. Nogales has a Walmart. The road walk out of town to the north was very 
nice to do in the evening. There is plenty of camping after about ~3-4 miles.  
 
Re-supply: There is a small market right across from where north bounders will enter the town. Red Mountain Foods is 
~.2 miles down the strip on the left. They are more of an organic grocery store, but between the two markets resupply 
is pretty easy. Red Mountain Foods only takes cash and checks.  
 
Post office:  100 N. Taylor Ln. 84624 
 open 8-4 M-F 
 (520) 394-2950 
 
Lodging:  Stage Stop Inn  

303 W Mckeown Ave 
Patagonia, AZ 85624 
(520) 394-2211 

 
Library:  (520) 394 2010 

M-F 10-5, Sat 10-2 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  



PATAGONIA 

 
LA POSTA QUEMADA RANCH & COLOSSAL CAVE 
Mile: 119.6  
Access to Colossal Cave and Vail 
 
***AS OF NOVEMBER 2015 LA POSTA QUEMADA RANCH IS CLOSED FOR RENOVATIONS. I am unsure of the 
reopening date. If you believe the ranch is going to be closed they will still accept packages at the same address BUT 
they will inconveniently be at the Colossal Cave entrance about 1.5 miles up the road. There is a road right by La 
Sevilla CG, head up the road to get to Colossal Cave.  
 
There is free wifi and a café at Colossal Cave. There are some water spigots. There are free primitive campsites in the 
campground. The park locks its gates at 5pm, plan accordingly.  
 
(If the Posta Quemada Ranch is Open) 
The Ranch and store are about .3 off of the trail. When you get to the road/parking area go to your right. Do not plan on 
resupplying here. Food is limited to pricey candy bars and potato chips. There is also seasonal hot junk food from Wed-
Sun. It was not open when I went through. They do hold packages here. The AZTA says to call before mailing which 
might be a good idea. To get to Vail go ~5 miles SW from Colossal Cave Park on E Colossal Cave Rd.  
 
Packages:  *give your package extra time to arrive 
 16721 E Old Spanish Trail 
 Vail, AZ, 85710 
 (520) 647-7275 
 
 
 
 

Vail: Vail is a rather spread out town just outside of Tucson. I don’t see too much reason for a hiker to use it as a 
resupply point. Vail is an unincorporated town, there are few businesses there. There is no lodging in Vail.  
 
Resupply:  ~1 miles past Via Rancho Del Lago Rd. there is a Walgreens. At the Walgreens Colossal Cave Rd. turns 
left at an intersection. The post office is .6 miles from this intersection on Colossal Cave Rd.  

 
Post Office: 13190 E Colossal Cave Rd Se 100, 85641  

(520) 762-5052  
M-F 8:00-430; S 9:00-11:00 

 
Saguaro NP 
I did not plan on camping in the park, but it just didn’t plan accordingly and it would have been very inconvenient not to 
camp there so I called the park office from Posta Quemada had no problem getting a permit over the phone for that 
same night. The ranger I talked to said that they have not quite figured out how to deal with thru-hikers coming through 
the park and that, for the time being, they were issuing permits over the phone. There is significant elevation change 
going into and out of the park (5,000’ climb for nobos) so having a permit can be very nice. Camping at Grassy Shack 
was a great decision for me because it meant camping partway through the climb, as well as doing it in the evening and 
morning.  
 
Saguaro office: (520) 733-5158 
 
 
TUCSON, AZ 
Mile: 164.4 
 
Tucson is actually a big spread out city, but resupplying here would be easy. When you get to the road, hitch downhill 
~10 miles until you hit Tanque Verde Parkway. There is a Safeway here. The post office is just .2 miles east of 
Safeway on Tanque Verde, the library is just ~.1m further. For anything else you would need to venture further into 
Tucson, which is also easy because the 109x bus line terminates here and goes all the way to the downtown terminal. 
Buses leave the Catalina HWY/ Tanque Verde intersection M-F at approx: 6:34am, 6:48am, 7:03am, 435 pm, 505pm, 
and 520pm. You could also hitch only tad further west on Tanque Verde and pick up other bus lines. Roadrunner 
Hostel is about .5m from the downtown bus terminal at 6th and Pennington.  
 
Roadrunner Hostel:  346 E 12th St 

Tucson, AZ 85701 
520-940-7280 

 
Post office:   8987 East Tanque Verde Road 

Tucson, AZ 85749 
  520-749-4845 

M-F 8-5, Sat 9-2 
 
Library:  8959 E Tanque Verde Rd.  
  520-594-5275 
  M-F 10-8, Sat 9-5, Sun 9-1 
   
 
SUMMERHAVEN 
Mile: 186.7 
 
Summer haven is on trail. All businesses are within .5 miles. There are a handful of meal options here, a general store, 
and a post office. Services are open year round.  
 
Post office:   12984 N Sabino Canyon Rd.  

Mount Lemmon, AZ 85619 
520-576-1427 
M-F 2:30-8:30 

 



ORACLE, AZ 
Mile: 200.8 or 207.3 
 
The first option (nobo) for getting to Oracle is head 4 miles west on American Flag/Mt. Lemmon Rd. The other option is 
to go 2.2 miles SW on HW 77 at mile 207.3. Oracle is a small town that I skipped on my hike, but I’ve heard it’s a very 
nice trail town. The Chalet Village Motel (rave reviews from No Day) is 1.5 miles from the P.O. on W American Ave. 
(Old 77) They have a hiker rate of $35 plus tax per night for one person. Might be cheaper per person if sharing rooms. 
Their phone is 520-896-9171. They will pick you up from nearby trailheads if you are staying at their motel, but cell 
service is poor/spotty in the area.  
 
Post Office:   905 E American Ave  

Oracle, AZ 85623 
520-896-2641 
M-F 9-5, Sat 12-2 
 

Food:   No full resupply, Dollar General, a few restaurants  
 
Library:   565 E American ave 

520-896-2121 
volunteer run, varying hours, usually open every day but Sunday.  

 
SAN MANUEL, AZ is a copper mining town (mine closed) about 7 miles east of Oracle on 77 and south on 76. Their 
motto is “A Proud Past, an Epic Future” which makes me want to go there. The AZTA lists it as a resupply point, but I 
cannot find any reason for hikers to go there (besides to investigate the motto) In my research I found no supermarket 
or anything else that Oracle lacks; same story with MAMMOTH. It is ~7 miles E on 77.  
*Freeman Rd water cache reported “legit” fall 2015 
 

ORACLE 

 

 
KEARNY/KELVIN, AZ 
Mile 264.9 
 
I could see the huge mine outside of Kearney for many miles before actually getting to the Gila. It was an intimidating 
sight and I wondered if I had made a poor choice of a resupply point. I have to say, though, that I might have received 
more hospitality from strangers with a genuine interest in my hike here than in any other town stop. The people a 
Wilson’s Trailer Court (~.7 up Florence Kelvin Rd.) are very hiker friendly and have a spigot by the road that hikers can 
use. I got a ride into and out of town without asking, and had several people ask about my hike. To get to Kearny go 
1.3 miles up Florence Kelvin Rd and then go 6.2 miles east on HW 177. The main drag is only about .5m long and has 
everything you’ll need on it. It begins with the post office and ends at the only Lodging in town (~$70). The IGA is in 
between. There is also a True Value store. There is a Pizza place just beyond the P.O. and a diner/Mexican place 
attached to the Inn.  
 
*Don’t forget about the ~28 mile dry stretch leaving north from here. And don’t be too dehydrated to enjoy the second 
half of it because its packed with some amazing scenery.  The Gila is filterable, but it is not easy to access. It is said to 
be polluted by the nearby mines. Do not plan on using the Gila as a water source unless you have a good filter and 
intend on spending some time getting to it.  
 
Post Office:   388 Alden Rd. 85317 
  520-363-5621 
  M-F 9-4:30 
 

KEARNY 

 



 
 
SUPERIOR, AZ 
Mile: 302.2 
 
Go 2m east on HWY 60. Traffic is moving very fast here and if hitching your best luck is to ask someone at the 
trailhead for a ride if you can. Superior is unfortunately a rather ironic name, for the town is in a financial rut. It is quite 
picturesque but mostly because it is so dilapidated. It does have everything a hiker needs. On the main drag (60) you 
have a hotel or two, a dollar general, a gas station, a market, and some restaurants. The P.O. and the Library are in the 
actual town a little north of the highway. You can try getting there via Stone Ave, or possibly Ray Rd. (if you don’t mind 
the absence of the sidewalk) Either way you’ll probably have to meander a bit, which I didn’t mind because it’s an 
interesting place.  
 
Lodging:   Copper Mtn. Motel. ($55 hiker rate as of 2015, under new management) 
  Holds packages but asks that you call first 
  Located at northern end of town across from dollar general 
  No Ice! 
 
Library:   99 Kellner Ave, 
  (520) 689 2327,  
  M-TH 12-6  
 
Post Office:  25 N High School Ave 85173  
  (520) 689-2161 

             M-F 8:30-4:45 
 

 SUPERIOR 
 

 

 
 
 

ROOSEVELT LAKE MARINA 
Mile: 345.9 
 
The Roosevelt Lake Marina is going to be your only floating resupply. It is the larger network of docks on the lake. They 
accept packages and have a store with cold drinks (including beer) and room temperature junk food, maybe some hot 
dogs. Not good for resupply. Water can be found at the marina or at the visitor center. If your package has not yet 
arrived at the marina it is at: 9998 Main St. about 9 miles SE on HWY 188. 
They have a hidden hiker box you should ask for!  
 
Roosevelt Lake Marina 
28085 N AZ HWY 188 
Roosevelt Lake, AZ 85545 
602-977-7170 
Open every day, hours unlisted, opens ~8am 
 
 
SUNFLOWER/PAYSON/FOUNTAIN HILLS 
Mile: 388.2 
 
Sunflower is not a town. It is where the trail crosses HWY 87. Hitch to the north 16 miles to get to Payson, or south ~34 
miles to get to Fountain Hills. This is a highway with fast moving traffic. Both towns are large and have resupply options 
and lodging options. I do not recommend these as trail towns.  
 
Payson P.O.:  100 W Frontier St 85541  
  (928) 474-3096  
  M-F 8:30-4:00; S 9:00-12:00 
 
Fountain Hills P.O.: 16605 E Avenue of the Fountains  
  (480) 837-4812  
  M-F 8:00-5:00; S 9:00-4:00 
 
LF RANCH 
Mile: 440.1 
 
This is a small functioning ranch, not a resort like “ranch” North bounders take a left when you get to the dirt road. Go 
through the gate that has hiker friendly signs on it. You can mail packages here, and  possibly get lodging here. You 
can probably get potable water as well, but if not the East Verde River is just beyond it. Possible rides to Payson. 
Supposedly you can get to Payson by heading about 16 miles east on LF Ranch Road/FS406/Main Street. It didn’t 
appear to me like there would be any traffic on this road.  
 
Maildrops:   LF Ranch 
  P.O. Box 796, Payson, AZ. 85547 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PINE, AZ 
Mile: ~464 
 
It is about .2m to THAT Brewery from either the 87 crossing or the TH. The town is probably .7 from the road crossing. 
Head NW on 87.  Pine was one of my favorite hiker towns. It has everything a hiker needs and more, all within a mile. 
Laundromat has free coffee and wifi.  
 
THAT Brewery only has one cabin for rent ($39weekdays, $49 weekends) it is best to call ahead and reserve the cabin 
if you wish to stay. They have the Arizona Trail Ale and a good menu. The brewery is closed Monday and Tuesday. 
There are two diners in town, the grocery store is good for resupply and the library is  west down Randal Pl. on the 
northern end of town.  
 
Send mail drops to:  THAT Brewery 3270 AZ HWY 87  
  Pine, AZ 85544 

*It is a good idea to give your package a lot of time to get here, might be better to mail to the 
PO unless you expect to arrive on the weekend.  

 
Post Office:  3847 N. HWY 87 
  Pine, AZ 85544 
  928476-3275 
  M-F 8-4 
 
Library:  6124 N. Randall Pl.  
  928-476-3678 
  M-F 10-6 Sat 10-2 

PINE 

 

 
MORMON LAKE, AZ 
Mile: ~ 537 
 
Go ~1 Mile east at Navajo spring TJ. There is a Lodge, a restaurant, a pizzeria, a general store/P.O. and a RV park 
with showers here. Limited resupply. Camping available for $17. Some services like the pizzeria have reduced hours 
(thurs-sun) in the fall.   
 
Post Office:  1 Mormon Lake Road 
   Mormon Lake, AZ 86038 

                      M-F 9:00-1:00; S 9:00-12:00 
          928-779-2371 

 
FLAGSTAFF, AZ 
Mile: 569.3 or 588.5  
 
Either hike ~4.3 miles into town from the Urban TJ at 569.3  (~10m S at mile 598.5 for sobos) or from the bypass route 
go ~1 miles SE on HWY 89. Flagstaff is a large place, but getting to what you need is rather simple. The Fry’s is right 
on the resupply route at the Switzer Canyon intersection. There is a post office ~.6 mile west, go west on 66 then right 
on Agissiz. Peace Surplus is a good outfitter and is exactly 1 mile west of Fry’s on 66. There is another post office ~2 
miles east of the resupply route just north of 66. The bus goes all along 66 in Flagstaff.  
 
Agissiz P.O.:  104 N Agassiz St  

Flagstaff, AZ   86001 
  (928)779-2371 
  M-F 9-5 Sat 9-1 
 
Main P.O.:  2400 N Postal Blvd  

Flagstaff, AZ   86004 
   (928)714-9302 
  M-F 9-5:30 Sat 9-2 
 
Library:            300 W Aspen  
           (928) 779-7670 
           internet computers, M-Th 10-9, F 10-7, Sat 10-6,               

from Peace Surplus go .2 west on 66 (3blocks)  then right on Sitgreaves for one block. it will 
be on your right. 

 
Grand Canyon Hostel: 19 1/2 South San Francisco Street  

1-888-442-2696 or 1-928-779-9421 
Head ~1 mile west on 66 from fries and take left onto S.San Francisco St.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

FLAGSTAFF 

 
 
TUSAYAN, AZ 
Mile: 690.6 
 
Tusayan is right off the trail. I just walked towards it when I saw it because I needed water. There’s a whole bunch of 
junk food right there, as well as the General Store and P.O. Which are on 64 right at the northern end of town before 
the rotary. There is an IMAX in Tusayan.  If you’re like me though, you’re going to want to keep moving to Grand 
Canyon Village.  
 
Post Office:   Tusayan General Store 
   236 AZ HWY 64 
   Grand Canyon, AZ 86023 
   928-638-3160 
   M-F 10:30-3  
GRAND CANYON, AZ (SOUTH RIM VILLAGE) 
Mile: 690.6 or 699.6 
 
You can get to the village (nobo) by either taking a left at the road at mile 690.6 or another good option would be to 
hike all the way to S. Kaibab TH and then take the free bus into town, completing your continuous line to the canyon 
rim before getting sucked into town. Another option is to walk into town to market plaza and then walk .3 further to the 
canyon rim and walk the rim ~3.2 miles to the S. Kaibab TH. You’ve got options. The Village is very easy to figure out. 
There are free buses heading all around the park and come by frequently. Market Plaza is where the P.O. and general 
store are. Mather CG is just south of Market Plaza. You might be a little confused walking into GC Village but once 
you’re there its very simple to get wherever you need to be. Campsites at Mather CG are $6 and are located behind the 

shower/laundry building. 
 
Post Office:   100 Mather Business Ctr 
   Grand Canyon, AZ 86023 
   928-638-2512   M-F 9-4:30 Sat 11-1 
GRAND CANYON NORTH RIM (Closed from mid-October to mid-May) 
Mile: 721.0 
 
The north rim’s facilities are much more limited than the south rim’s. To get there go ~2miles south (left for nobos) on 
the road a the North Kaibab TH. There is a lodge, a motel, and a campground. There are showers. There is a camp 
store with limited groceries. The campground is $6 for a tentsite and has views of the canyon. They are much more 
scenic than the campsites at the South Rim.  
 
Water: For hikers coming through in the off season about .5m south (left for nobos) down the road you will see some 
buildings through the woods on your right. These are the employee residences and water can be found year round 
outside of a small building signed “old gas station”  
 
Post Office:   85 N Main Street, North Rim 86052  
   (928) 643-7122  
   M-F 8:00-12:00; 1:00-5:00 
 
KAIBAB LODGE/NORTH RIM COUNTRY STORE 
Mile: 743.7 or 745.0 
 
The mileages above are the ones listed in the data book, but the directions to the lodge given are a tad confusing. If I 
were hiking north and needed to go to the lodge I would probably take a left onto FR610 at 733.9 and after ~4 miles 
take a left at the intersection with FR611 and after ~1mile go north on Hwy 67 to the lodge. The lodge is at milepost 
605. On the way back to the trail you have the option of taking FR611 or FR610 further north back to the trail, but that 
would be disagreeable to purists. To get a good look at the route options view the passage 40 map on aztrail.org 
There are lodging and meals at the lodge. It is open from May 15th to Oct 31st.  
 
The North Rim Country Store is also here where potential resupply is available. They also accept resupply boxes but 
only by UPS and ask that you call before mailing. 928-638-2383 HC 64 Box 40, Fredonia, Arizona 86022 
 
JACOB LAKE INN 
Mile: 770.5 or 772.2 
 
For mile 770.5 the databook says “road to west 0.5m, then ~1.5m SW at 3 way jct to Hwy67, then N ~0.2” but I could 
not see this route clearly enough on my maps to take it. The other option is heading ~2.4 miles SW on 89A. This should 
be a rather easy hitch while the north rim is open.  You will probably need to go here for water, if not for water, for 
pancakes. They have a minimart with limited resupply, a diner, and a gift shop.  
 
They accept maildrops: HC-64, Box 15,  
   Fredonia, AZ 86022 
 
FINISHING THE TRAIL NOBO 
Mile: 800! 
 
Once you finish the trail you will be at sateline campground on the UT/AZ border. From here you will probably either go 
to Page, AZ or Kanab UT, but first you need to get to Hwy 89. You can hitch or walk ~10m N on House Rock Rd. or, if 
you are feeling adventurous and want to postpone the end of you hike there is an amazing hike that I recommend 
finishing your AZT trip with (see details below)  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PAGE, AZ  
 
 Page is located on the Colorado River and Lake Powell by the Glen Canyon Dam. It is about ~35 miles 
 East on Hwy 89. Page is a big town, with lots of tourism. There are plenty of hotels, a Safeway, Laundromats, an 
airport and so on.  
 
Post Office:   44 6th Avenue 

Page, AZ 86040 
(928) 645-2571 
M-F 8:30-5 

 
Library:  479 S Lake Powell Blvd 
  928-645-4270 
 

PAGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
KANAB, UT 
 
Kanab Utah is ~37 miles west on Hwy 89 from House Rock Rd. It is a smaller town, but has lodging, markets, and 
everything a hiker needs.  
 
Post Office:  39 S Main St  
  Kanab UT 84741 
  435-644-2760 
  M-F 8-4:30 Sat 9-12 
 
Library:   374 N Main St. 
  435-644-2394 
 
 
 
POSSIBLE ALTERNATE TO HWY 89: Hike 1.2 miles north on house rock rd. to Wire Pass TH. You can fill out a self 
service day permit form here. From here hike 1.7m east through a wash trail to the intersection with Buckskin Gulch. 
Go right here for 11.8 miles to the confluence with Paria canyon, where you go left and head north through for 7 miles 
to Whitehouse CG, then its another 2 miles north on the road to 89. This hike totals ~24 miles from the sate line to 89. 
These are slot canyons and the going can be slow. Buckskin Gulch is (arguably) the longest/deepest slot canyon in the 
world. You will be walking in mud and water for much of the hike, but it was one of the highlights of my trip. Be very 
aware of the local weather. Flash floods are deadly in these canyons. Doing this trip in one day is difficult and ambitious 
but possible. It took me 11 hours of non-stop hiking to get to 89. There are safe campsites about a mile before the 
intersection with Praia Canyon but camping requires an overnight permit in this area.  
 
SHUTTLES: There are Various shuttle companies that offer rides from the Sateline CG , Wire pass and Whitehouse 
CG. There are also services that run shuttles to Sierra Vista and Montezuma Pass. The following information is from 
Aztrail.org under shuttle services.  
 
Northern Terminus: 
◦ National Park Tourz can provide charter service and shuttles to and from the stateline trailhead. Contact them toll 

free at 866-433-8492 or at 435-272-2008. 
◦ Circle Tours provides guided tours and shuttle services to various northern Arizona/southern Utah trailheads. 

Contact Kyle Walker at 888-854-7862. 
◦ End of the Trail Shuttles can provide transportation to and from the stateline trailhead. Contact Betty Price, PO Box 

6135, Marble Canyon, AZ 86036; 928-355-2252. 
◦ Paria Outpost, run by Susan and Stephen Dodson, has a shuttle service. Contact them at 928-691-1047. 
Southern Terminus:  
◦ Arizona World Shuttle Express (520-458-3330) will pick up at the Tucson airport and take you to Sierra Vista, AZ 

and then to the Coronado National Memorial Visitors Center close to Montezuma's Pass. Please contact 
them 24 hours in advance. Call for rates. 

◦ Arizona Sunshine Tours also does shuttles between the Tucson airport and the AZT trailhead in Coronado National 
Memorial. See their website or call them at 520-803-6713. 

 
 
I hope this Information packet is helpful, for any corrections of comments email me at nathanxventura@gmail.com 
 
-Rainer 
 
 
 
*on the maps the black roads represent highways and major roads, and gray represents any other roads.  


